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July 4 
10:00 am 
4th of July Children’s 
Parade

July 4 
9:00 pm  
Riverside Drive 
closed for fireworks

July 8 
6:00-8 pm 
Music in the Park 
Villages (alt-country)

July 10 
7:00 pm 
Association meeting 
at Café Zata

Aug 19 
6:00-8:00 pm 
Music in the Park 
King Django (reggae)

Sept 9 
5:00 -7:00 pm 
Music in the Park 
Mozo (Blues)

SUMMER 2018

There’s always something fun happening in the hills
under the Dysart’s back 
deck, as the machines 
can’t get wet. Volunteers 
are needed to help set 
up roadblocks, decorate 
the street, keep the 
roads safe, and work 
the snow cone and 
popcorn machines. 
If you are interested in 
helping, please contact 
lauradysart@verizon.net. 

RIVERSIDE DRIVE TO 
CLOSE FOR FOURTH  
OF JULY
For many years, neighbors have 
worked with police to close Riverside 
Drive to provide a fantastic view of 
the city’s Fourth of July fireworks 
display. Thank you to Jennie and 
Travis Shaw for spearheading 
this effort and to all of those who 
are respectful of neighbors’ yards 
while enjoying the festivities. 

WHNA YARD SALE A SUCCESS
It was a perfect day for a yard sale, 
and neighbors were out in force! 
Thanks to all who participated  
and a big thank you to Louise 
Freedman for organizing and to 
William and Sam (pictured above) for 
the delicious lemonade and donuts. 

Continued on page 3 

WESTOVER HILLS 
NEIGHBORHOOD 4TH OF JULY 
CHILDREN’S PARADE 2018
WEDNESDAY, JULY 4TH AT 10:00 AM
Get ready to decorate those bicycles, 
scooters, strollers and canine 
companions for the 18th annual 
Westover Hills Neighborhood Fourth 
of July Parade on Wednesday, July 
4, at 10 a.m. The parade will begin at 
the intersection of Peterborough and 
Sylvan Road and conclude at 5021 
Sylvan Road, where you can socialize 
with neighbors and have Fourth of 
July snow cones and popcorn before 
you continue on to other celebrations. 
Come be a part of this simple, fun, 
festive neighborhood tradition. 
Children love to have neighbors come 
out to line the streets and cheer them 
on! This event will be “rain or shine” 
but in case of heavy rain please 
understand that decorations will be 
limited, and the snow cones will be 
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Brought to you by
Your Neighbor, Your REALTOR®

JENNIE BARRETT SHAW
www.jenniebarrettshaw.com | 804.545.6347

Westover Hills is

If you have been thinking of selling, NOW is the time. 
 We are eager to connect you with motivated buyers!

 WESTOVER HILLS
PROPERTY LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE SQ FT $/SQ FT
5111 Forest Hill Avenue $219,000 $210,000 1,993 $105.37
5109 Sylvan Road $285,000 $270,000 1,347 $200.45
4708 Devonshire Road $289,000  $296,000 1,335 $221.72
4710 Devonshire Road $309,950 $300,000 1,575 $190.48
5112 Sylvan Road $299,950 $312,900 1,375 $227.56
1505 Cedar Lane $299,950 $318,000 1,326 $239.82
4621 Sylvan Road $320,000 $320,000 1,572 $203.56
5304 New Kent Road $320,000 $320,000 1,810 $176.80
4606 Devonshire Road $315,000 $325,000 1,632 $199.14
5200 Devonshire Road $335,000 $355,000 1,810 $196.13
4622 King William Road $359,500 $364,000 2,236 $162.79
5210 Sylvan Road $350,000 $370,000 1,624 $227.83
5317 Sylvan Road $367,000 $375,000 2,073 $180.90
5205 King William Road $385,000 $385,000 2,488 $154.74
5017 Caledonia Road $374,950 $386,000 1,945 $198.46
5404 Dorchester Road $387,000 $387,000 2,530 $152.96
5302 New Kent Road $419,950 $419,950 1,825 $230.11
5005 Evelyn Byrd Road $489,500 $510,000 2,664 $191.44
5201 New Kent Road $489,500 $515,000 2,539 $202.84
5104 Evelyn Byrd Road $459,000 $521,000 2,671 $195.06
4903 New Kent Road $494,900 $522,100 2,996 $174.27

Average LIST price = $360,436  Average days on market = 10
Average SOLD price = $370,569  Current number of ACTIVE listings = 2
Average list vs. sold ratio = 102.8% Current number of PENDING sales = 11
Average price per square foot = $192.02 Total CLOSED sales 01/01/18- 5/31/18 = 21 

 WESTOVER HILLS WEST
PROPERTY LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE SQ FT $/SQ FT
5604 Saint James Court $487,000 $500,000 3,825 $130.72
5636 Saint James Court $565,000 $552,000 3,479 $158.67
5601 Saint James Court $635,000 $617,000 3,000 $205.67

Average LIST price = $562,333  Average days on market = 15
Average SOLD price = $556,333  Current number of ACTIVE listings = 0
Average list vs. sold ratio = 98.93% Current number of PENDING sales = 0
Average price per square foot = $165.02 Total CLOSED sales 01/01/18- 5/31/18 = 3

Your  neighbors’ houses are selling fast!
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More neighborhood fun
WHNA PICNIC
The WHNA picnic took place on 
Sunday, May 20th. The picnic was a 
success thanks to many great volun-
teers, neighbors and local businesses. 
We enjoyed great food from O’Toole’s, 
beer from Growlers to Go and great 
music from Everwilde. The kids 
enjoyed a bouncy house with slide, 
airbrush tattoos, custom made balloon 
animals and fire truck tours from Fire 
Station 20!

We would like to recognize John 
O’Toole and his team. They go to 
great lengths to provide wonderful 

food for our enjoyment and graciously 
keep the cost extremely affordable for 
the neighborhood association. Thank 
you so much John and O’Toole’s!

We were so fortunate that 22 neigh-
bors volunteered to help with the 
picnic this year. The picnic was a 
success thanks to all of you. We are 
extremely grateful to the neighbors 
who border the picnic location who 
allowed us to use their outlets and 
power. Finally, we’d like to thank all 
of the Westover Hills’ residents who 
came out for the picnic this year. The 
picnic is a great reminder of why we 
love living in this neighborhood. n
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Yards of the Month

APRIL
5005 NEW KENT AVENUE
This awardee leverages classic elements to create a 
welcoming yard which perfectly complements the home 
itself. Well-manicured beds with bright daffodils establish a 
pleasing entrance at the top of a verdant lawn which says 
“welcome to spring”. The plants along the porch front give a 
hint of what’s to come, and the comfortable furniture on the 
porch calls attention to outside living. The combined effect 
creates yet another warm, welcoming Westover Hills home.

5512 DEVONSHIRE COURT
Lush green lawn with a beautiful, small border at mailbox 
with nandina and rododendron.

The homeowner was working in the yard when this honor 
was awarded and this was their first time as a winner. They 
could hardly wait to send a picture to their family member 
who operates an out of town lawn service!

MAY
5016 CALEDONIA ROAD
This awardee features a wonderfully manicured yard, with 
detailed beds both in front of the house and by the street. 
The variety of plants and the stone garden walls create 
a comfortable effect of overall care and good looks. This 
classic stone WH home shows once again that much can 
be accomplished without having a super large lot, and that 
energetic home owners can maintain good looks over time.

5005 NEW KENT AVENUE

5512 DEVONSHIRE COURT

5016 CALEDONIA ROAD

Westover Hills is a beautiful neighborhood, but 
never more so than in Spring, when tulips, azaleas 
and dogwoods blossom and bloom. Thank you, 

neighbors, for providing such beauty year-to-year. 
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Continued on page 7

5615 NEW KENT ROAD 
This yard had not one blooming azalea but was chosen as 
one of the yards of the month because of its design. The 
retaining wall with ivy trailing, three Japanese maples, and a 
grouping of boulders make this an outstanding landscape.

JUNE
5007 SYLVAN ROAD
This winner says welcome to summer. With beautiful 
hydrangeas in full bloom, lush grass, and a newly planted 
Dogwood tree, this modern home fits right into the 
neighborhood style. The full porch on this Sylvan home is 
the perfect spot to watch fireflies on a summer night. The 
layered plantings at the top of the lawn add to the overall 
appeal and soften the front of this attractive WH home.

5716 WOODBURN ROAD
This yard was chosen because of the lush green grass 
(perhaps thanks to the wettest May ever), and the  
simple design with the rose bushes at the lamp post,  
the potted begonias on the front steps and the planted 
window boxes. n

5615 NEW KENT ROAD 

5007 SYLVAN ROAD

5716 WOODBURN ROAD
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Help a friend...
More specifically, help 
the Friends of Pump 
House as they work 
towards restoring the 
historic Richmond 
Pumphouse. Many 
Westover neighbors 
enjoy walking along its 
canal and would love 
to see this gothic gem open to the public 
and the Friends are working towards 
that goal. For the month of June (The 
organization’s one year Anniversary) 
an anonymous donor will match all 
donations up to $25,000.

Money donated will go to renovations re-
lated to the restoration and maintenance 
of the historic Pump House. Your $25 
donation magically turns into $50.

Donate online:  
www.friendsofpumphouse.org n

  
  
   

804-245-4497
Reyhcleaningservices@yahoo.com

reynoldshomecleaningservices.com

 

 Your Complete 
Home Cleaning Service

 

  

     

 

Dusting • Vacuuming • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Floors

Licensed and Insured
We support: Cleaning for a Reason and 

The Wounded Warrior Project

Members of: ARCSI, Angies List, BBB and 
Home Advisor. Check out our reviews 

CAR BREAK-INS
Thieves continue to regularly roam 
through our neighborhood looking for 
unlocked vehicles especially since the 
weather is warmer. If you leave your 
car doors unlocked, it is highly likely the 
thieves will enter your car and search 
for loose change or valuables that can 
be sold. The police are aware of this 
activity; however, it is incumbent upon 
us not to provide a continuous scenario 
for thieves to believe it will be fruitful to 
continue to visit our neighborhood. If 
they do not routinely encounter un-
locked cars, it may discourage them 
from continuing to seek them.

Another rule of thumb is to make sure 
no valuables are left in your car. How-
ever, if there are extenuating circum-
stances, leave them in your trunk. Also, 
don’t leave loose change or car keys in 
plain sight.

SUMMER VACATION TIPS
Contact the Richmond Police 
Department and ask that your  
home be placed on vacation watch. 
www.richmondgov.com/police/
vacationwatch.aspx.

Ask a trusted neighbor to keep an eye 
on your property while you are away. 
Arrange for them to pick up mail, pack-
ages, newspaper and other deliveries 
or arrange for them to be held by Post 
Office, newspaper, etc.

Put a few indoor lights on timers to cre-
ate the illusion that someone is home 
and set outdoor lights on timers as well.

Keep garage, gates, sheds, windows 
and exterior doors locked. This is a 
good idea even if you are home to keep 
your property secured. 

GENERAL SAFETY AND HOW TO 
REPORT CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
The police rely on citizens to report 
suspicious behavior since they can’t 
be everywhere. Trust your instincts. If 
you observe something suspicious or 
if you are the victim of a crime, call 911 
right away and let the police check it 
out. Use the “non-emergency” number, 
804.646.5100 if the matter is not urgent. 

How to Report and Receive WHNA 
Neighborhood Watch Information

Visit https://groups.google.com/group/
westoverhillssafety to sign up to receive 
email notifications regarding Neighbor-
hood Watch crime and other reports. 

Join the Westover Hills Neighborhood 
Association Facebook group:  
www.facebook.com/groups/whna.rva

Send email to Debbi Ingersoll, 
debbi.ingersoll@gmail.com or call 
804.986.3275. n

Neighborhood Watch 
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FOREST HILL SPRING CLASSIC 
BIKE RACES A SUCCESS
By Carolyn Paulette

Friends of Forest Hill Park and Coqui 
Cyclery presented the first Forest Hill 
Spring Classic on Sunday afternoon, 
April 15, in Forest Hill Park. The com-
petitors ranged from two years old to 
18 years old. Prior to race day, Coqui 
Cyclery sponsored training sessions 
for the young enthusiasts. Even with 
a rainy weather postponement, 100 
bikers competed in four different 
races on the trails of Forest Hill Park. 
Three racers won in each of the four 
races. The proceeds from the race 
event will be used for conservation 
projects in Forest Hill Park.  Because 
of the warm reception given the bike 
races, Friends of Forest Hill Park plan 
to make the Forest Hill Spring Classic 
an annual event. n

Forest Hill Park Happenings 

FOREST HILL PARK BLUE BIRD TRAIL NEWS
By Laura Dysart, Trail Coordinator

Six years ago, Christina Woodson, 
of the Virginia Blue Bird Society 
implemented a 10-box blue bird trail 
in Forest Hill Park. Volunteers came 
out to learn more, and the park has 
had a well-monitored trail ever since. 
The boxes on our trail are reserved 
for native cavity nesters. If a non-
native bird, or invasive species, such 

as a sparrow, builds a nest in these 
boxes, trained volunteers are able 
to recognize the nest and remove 
it. Volunteers monitor the blue bird 
trail on a weekly basis following the 
Virginia Blue Bird Society monitoring 
guidelines during the nesting season 
(April-August). Volunteer monitors 
assess each box on a weekly basis 
to make sure the boxes and preda-
tor guards are in good condition. 
All boxes on the trail have predator 
guards to prevent snakes, raccoons 
and other predators from taking eggs. 
Volunteers record all activity for the 
Virginia Blue Bird society including 
nests, eggs, hatchlings and fledglings 
for all native species. The data from 
the Forest Hill Park trail is submit-
ted to the Virginia Blue Bird Society 
on an annual basis. Forest Hill Park 

has had great success with both blue 
birds and chick-a-dee species during 
the last six years. During the 2018 
season we have already had three 
blue bird nests and three chick-a-dee 
nests, with many fledglings (activity 
still in progress). Blue birds will often 
come back and have one or two more 
clutches of eggs. It is very important 
not to tamper or open boxes in the 
park. There is a point when opening a 
box is dangerous to hatchlings. Thank 
you to Viv Bruzesse, Friends of For-
est Hill Park Junior, Students of Good 
Shepherd Episcopal School, John 
Bander and Marina Alexander for 
their volunteerism this season. If you 
are interested in joining a monitoring 
session, please contact Laura Dysart 
at lauradysart@verizon.net. n

The large turnout for the 
first Forest Hill Spring 
Classic shows how                                 
popular racing is for all 
ages in Richmond!

Emma Blankenship is all smiles after she earned Second 
Place in the 7-13 age category.

Gabe Ramirez, 3rd place; 
Travis Baker, 1st place;                                                   
and Jay MacDonald, 2nd 
place were the first across                                                 
the line for the 14-18 age 
category.
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The Shops at Stratford Hills
7101-M Forest Hill Ave

Near Target and Martin's, between Subway and GameStop
804-447-1463

SportClips.com/VA212

Reg. Varsity: $19, Reg. JV (10 & Under): $15. Not valid with any
other offer. Void if bartered, copied, traded or sold. Valid only at

7101-M Forest Hill Ave, Richmond, VA 23225.
EXPIRES 12/30/2018 • CODE 2707

FREE
HAIRCUT

for New Clients

Reg. Varsity: $19, Reg. JV (10 & Under): $15. Not valid with any
other offer. Void if bartered, copied, traded or sold. Valid only at

7101-M Forest Hill Ave, Richmond, VA 23225.
EXPIRES 12/31/2018 • CODE 2708

$5 Off
Any Haircut

Service
for Returning Clients
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RVA ORIGAMI
June 23, July 28 and August 25, 
1:00 pm  
All skill levels welcome. Basic 
supplies provided.

THRIFT STORE ART
June 26, 10:30 pm 
Come take part in the growing 
trend to upcycle thrift store art by 
adding your favorite character into 
an old piece of artwork. Registration 
required.

RECYCLABLE SCULPTURE 
CHALLENGE
June 27, 4:00 pm 
Join us to learn about what we can 
recycle in Richmond and then use 
some of those items to make a 
creative, recyclable sculpture.

CHRIS CAMPBELL
June 29, 3:00 pm 
Chris Campbell presents an exciting, 
interactive musical performance that 
everyone will enjoy!

MAYMONT: ANIMALS  
IN YOUR CITY
June 30, 10:30 am  
Join Maymont staff to learn about 
wildlife that share Richmond with 
us! Discover the signs and finds that 
animals leave as they move through 
the city. For elementary age children.

VINYASA YOGA FLOW
June 30, 3:00 pm  
Instructor Virginia Greene guides 
you through gentle restorative flows. 
Registration required.

FAMILY STORYTIME
Wednesday, June 27 and July 25, 
6:00 pm 
Saturday, June 30, 10:00 am 

TRICYCLE GARDENS COOKBOOKS
July 6, 4:30 pm 
Bring the whole family for this 
storytime brought to you by 
Richmond’s Tricycle Urban-Ag-
Culture. Learn about healthy eating 
and enjoy a tasty snack made with 
locally grown foods.

LITTLE TOES BALLET AND YOGA
July 7, 3:00 pm 
With instructor, Virginia Greene, 
your little one will learn basic yoga 
sequences and ballet poses, ending  
with an empowering children’s book. 
For age 3-5. Registration required.

S.T.E.M. ROCKETS
July 11, 4:00 pm 
Do you have what it takes to make it 
to outer space? Join us to make your 
very own rocket and launch it to the 
sky! Ages 6 and up.

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  
OF RICHMOND
July 12, 11:30 am 
Join CMoR staff for a guided 
exploration of hands-on learning 
through play. For toddlers and 
preschoolers.

DIY ZEN GARDEN
July 13, 2:00 pm 
Teens, we know you sometimes 
have stress in your lives. Stop by the 
library to make your own Zen Garden 
(and hopefully get a little stress relief 
in the process)!

LEGO CLUB
July 16, 2:00 pm

TEEN SCENE
July 18, 5:30 pm 
“Jumanji”. Popcorn Provided!

LEWIS GINTER BOTANICAL 
GARDENS
July 18, 6:00 pm 
Nature is made of patterns created 
by lines, shapes, and color. Come 
explore the power of patterns with 
Tarneshia Evans from Lewis Ginter 
Botanical Garden. For ages 5-8.

SILK SCREENING WITH  
STUDIO TWO THREE
July 19, 2:00 pm 
Join us as Studio Two Three hosts an 
hour-long workshop for elementary-
aged children where kids will get to 
explore methods of screen printing 
with Richmondcentric designs and 
monoprinting their own creations!

P.A.W.S. TO READ
July 21, 10:30 pm and July 25,  
6:00 pm 
Practice reading with a dog! 
Registration required.

CUPCAKE WARS
July 24, 4:00 pm 
Teens, think you have what it takes to 
win a competitive cupcake decorating 
contest? Space is limited and 
registration is required!

SUMMER READING FINALE
August 4, 2:00 pm 
The Library will be hosting a Family 
Game Day! Come and enjoy indoor 
and outdoor games. Activities include 
board games, bean bag toss, giant 
bubbles, and more! Snacks and juice 
will be provided.

S.T.E.M. ICE CREAM
August 8, 4:00 pm 
Join us to learn the science behind 
making ice cream and stay for a tasty 
treat of your own making. Ages 6  
and up.  n

Westover Hills Library Events

The Westover Hills Library has really been working hard to bring more 
programs to the neighborhood, engaging a wider audience. Please visit 
their calendar for more listings http://bit.ly/2sSPLmq

WESTOVER HILLS LIBRARY
1408 Westover Hills Boulevard 
Richmond, Virginia 23225 
Phone: 804-646-8833
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For over 25 years, Love limousine has been 
“Richmond’s RELIABLE Choice” for professional, 
chauffeured transportation.

Locally owned and operated, we specialize in 
making your event a memorable experience. 

The services we offer include: 

• Wine and Brewery tours
• Tacky Holiday Light Tours
• Casino Trips
• Sporting Events
• Anniversaries
• C-Suite Level
• Corporate Accounts

We are pleased to offer WHNA Members a  
5% discount when you mention this ad.

Call us when you are ready to plan  
your special event!

5327 FOREST HILL AVENUE, RICHMOND VA 23225 • 804-355-5466
LOVELIMOVA.COM • DMV#265

Ride in style and comfort with 
Love Limousine
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Past president Bryce here subbing in this issue. It’s nice to be back in this 
space, and I thank Sarah for this opportunity. Before I get down to it, I’d like 
to take a quick minute to commend our current president, Sarah Abubaker, 

and the incredible group of volunteers that she has brought together to lead our 
neighborhood association. Just look at what a great job they are all doing to make 
Westover the Bestover (I’ve never been comfortable with that pun and Sarah 
knows it!). 

How about that picnic last month? Am 
I right? Even with a rain delay, what a 
fun time! Or the yard sale! Or the alley 
clean up! The WHNA really shines 
in the springtime. But it doesn’t stop 
there, under Sarah’s leadership we’ve 
established new by-laws, reignited the 
merchants association, and made the 
monthly meetings efficient, informa-
tive, and fun (I mean, that Thanksgiv-
ing dinner was the tops!). Now just 
wait for July 4th! Thank you Sarah 
and all WHNA volunteers for your 
great work. If you’d like to contribute 
to the vitality of the neighborhood we 
call home, please contact Sarah and 
she’ll make sure you find the perfect 
way to use your talents!

Now what I really want to talk about is 
the amazing resurgence of Westover 
Hills Elementary School and the bright 
future that we are looking towards. 
Over the last 6 years you’ve read in 
this publication stories from an array 
of WHNA families who have chosen to 
send their children to the little school 
across the street that bears our name. 
You’ve heard from our family and the 
Holberts, the Walders, the Simoses 
and more (if you haven’t, let me know 
and I’ll get you the archives!). One 
constant throughout all these stories 
has been the steady and dynamic 
leadership of our principal, Dr. Ginny 
Loving. Perhaps you met Dr. Loving at 
Cafe Zata, or on a school tour, or that 
time she spoke on a panel discus-
sion on education at a WHNA Annual 

Meeting, or at one of her presenta-
tions to the Westover Hills MOPS 
(Mothers of Preschoolers), or at 
Sunday in the Park, or at the WHNA 
picnic, or at the Westover Hills Car-
nival, or at any of her other outreach 
events. 

Well, on July 1 Dr. Loving will begin 
her well-deserved retirement and we 
will say goodbye to our leader of the 
last seven years. We are sad to see 
her go but happy for her to embrace 
her next chapter (her house has a 
pool, so, she’ll be ok.) Dr. Loving’s 
contributions to our school have been 
incalculable. Not only did she reach 
out to the community and increase 
diversity at our long-neglected 
neighborhood 
resource, she also 
navigated our 
school through four 
superintendents, 
three completely 
different school 
boards and state-
mandated curricu-
lum changes. But 
most importantly 
she provided a con-
sistent, comforting, 
and loving pres-
ence, and a daily 
hug to hundreds 
of little bodies that 
walked through her 
doors. 

Perhaps her crowning achievement 
was establishing WHES as the city’s 
first Leader In Me school. Leader 
In Me is a schoolwide leadership 
program for all students, based on 
Stephen Covey’s Seven Habits of 
Highly Effective People. Leader In 
Me has established a school culture 
of respect, responsibility and relation-
ships and has given our students a 
vocabulary and a set of principles and 
priorities on which they can rely into 
adulthood. As a parent, PTA volunteer, 
and friend, I was extremely gratified 
to join with the school community 
this spring to help create a public art 
installation dedicated to Dr. Loving that 
we call the “River of Kindness.” This 
beautiful path of painted rocks along 
our entranceway will serve as a lasting 
reminder of Dr. Loving’s contributions. 
If you have not already, please walk 
over and take a look.

Though we are sorry to lose Dr. Loving 
we are extremely excited to welcome 
our new principal and I want to tell you 
a little bit about that process. During 
the first week of June Richmond Public 
Schools convened a panel of teachers, 
staff, parents, and community 
members to interview four finalists 
for the position. I’m happy to say 
that this panel included three WHNA 
families with children at the school as 
well as the director of Westover Hills 
Preschool (at Westover Hills United 
Methodist Church.) We were thrilled 
that the needs and perspectives of our 

President’s Column
by Bryce Lyle (Past President)

Continued on page 14

Dr Ginny Loving with WHES students



Page 14 •  Westover Hills Rag • Summer 2018

get your weekends back. 

mowrichmond.com

Join us 7:00 pm,  
July 10

WHNA’s regular monthly 
meetings are the second 

Tuesday of each month at Cafe 
Zata. Come out early to grab 
a beverage and catch up with 
neighbors! Have you become  
a member of the WHNA?  
It’s only  $15 and helps fund events 
like  the upcoming 4th of July  
Children’s Parade and neighbor-
hood beautification efforts.

neighborhood played such a significant 
role in the process. At press time the 
new principal has not been announced. 
This panel served only in an advisory 
capacity. The superintendent, of course, 
makes all principal hires, but we are 
sure that our new principal will be ready 
and able to take up the torch from Dr. 
Loving and run with it into the future.

Please come take a look at what 
is going on at our little school. We 
have new leadership all the way from 
the superintendent to the school 

administration to the PTA Board and 
we are eager to show you around. 
Come meet our faculty and learn more 
about how you can make a difference 
in the lives of our students, whether 
that is by sending your child to school 
with ours, or if you don’t have school-
aged children, by mentoring, reading, 
volunteering in one of our classrooms, 
serving as a lunch buddy, contributing 
financially, or otherwise investing 
your talents. To learn more please 
contact me at brycelyle@gmail.com 
or our PTA leadership at president@
westoverhillspta.org. Go Eager 
Beavers! n

Continued on page 13
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During this year’s budget cycle, I 
proposed an amendment to fund 
a home security camera incentive 
program to encourage residents to 
increase our citywide coverage. Under 
this program, residents would receive a 
rebate if they install home cameras and 
allow the Richmond Police Department 
access to the footage if a crime is 
committed in the area. The program 
could provide RPD with more resources 
in investigating crimes. RPD will spend 
next year studying how similar programs 
have been administered in other cities. 
We will work with the city administration 
to research and navigate any legal 
and logistical hurdles, and hopefully 
launch the program next summer.

Recently, I have been working with 
Westover Hills residents, especially 
those on Riverside Dr., to address 
some concerns related to trespassing 
along the CSX railway, particularly 
around our famous trestle. As you 
may know, two lines cross at the train 
bridge. CSX operates the line that 
runs across the river on the bridge and 
continues on across Jahnke Rd while 
Norfolk Southern operates the line 
that runs under the bridge alongside 
the river. This can cause confusion 
when reporting issues. We have 
determined that in most cases, if you 
witness trespassing near the trestle 
it is best to contact the CSX Public 
Safety Coordination Center at 800-232-
0144. It is both illegal and dangerous 
to walk on the train tracks or down the 
embankment under the bridge. If you 
witness this activity please call 800-232-
0144 and report the area as “under the 
James River Bridge at the A0” (A0 is the 
mile marker). You can also mention that 

Special Agent Mike East is aware of 
this location. Documenting incidences 
of trespassing will assist in gaining the 
resources to help prevent it.

In other transportation news the 
Department of Public Works is 
currently finalizing plans for a new 
traffic signal just outside of the WHNA 
on Forest Hill Ave. and Westower Dr. 
This signal has been recommended 
by city transportation engineering for 
many years due to safety and speed 
concerns and was funded in last 
year’s Capital Improvement Program. 
Construction is scheduled to begin  
this fall.

Please mark your calendars for our 2nd 
Annual 4th District Ice Cream Social on 
Sunday, August 26 at 4:00 pm at Forest 
Hill Park (by the Old Stone House) 
featuring Gelati Celesti!

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. 
Please contact me or my office anytime 
we can assist. n

Fourth District City Council Member

Message from  
Kristen Larson

KRISTEN LARSON
4th District city council member 
Kristen.Larson@richmondgov.com 
804-339-8393

BRYCE LYLE 
City council liaison  
Bryce.Lyle@richmondgov.com  
or 804-646-5646

900 E Broad St Suite 305 
Richmond, Va 23219

How to contact your  
city council representative 

Spring is always a busy time for City Council as we work through 

“budget season” but I am happy to have made it to the other side and 

am glad to be heading in to summer as I bring you this update.

SAY “HELLO” TO YOUR  
NEW NEIGHBORS:
Douglas Pick and Jerri Kumery  
4903 New Kent Road

Ted and Megan Shockley  
5404 Dorchester Road

William and Brennan Visser  
5317 Sylvan Road

David and Emily Waterworth 
5304 New Kent Road

Heather Lennon 
5302 New Kent Road

Patrick and Leigh Colbert 
5201 New Kent Road

Bettie Kent 
1906 Westover Hills Blvd

Aaron and Lauren Rudd  
5017 Caledonia Road

Seth Christman and  
Jordan Damiano  
5210 Sylvan Road

Alexander Thorup and  
Lauren Miller  
4916 New Kent Road

Joseph and Gracie Smith 
5200 Devonshire Road

Molly Fuller 
5112 Sylvan Road

Sandra Mikesell 
4621 Sylvan Road

Melissa Farley 
4622 King William Road

James and Martha Wallace  
4710 Devonshire Road

Kees Davidson and  
Vera Figueiredo  
4708 Devonshire Road

Carolyn Meyers 
4606 Devonshire Road

James and Bonnie Charles 
5005 Evelyn Byrd Road

Debbi Ingersoll,  
debbi.ingersoll@gmail.com, 
804.986.3275
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Reach Your Potential

SUE T. MORGAN • 5111 NEW KENT ROAD, RICHMOND, VA 23225
804-232-1054 • SUEMORGANTUTORING@COMCAST.NET

WWW.SUEMORGANTUTOR.COM

I believe that all students can succeed! My goal is to 
meet the needs of each learner whether they 

struggle with a particular subject, need help with 
study skills, want to improve reading comprehension, 

need English language instruction, or want to 
take that next step to honor roll. 

Call for a conference or classroom visit.

 

 
 

Everything you need to wash & dry your pet 
Over 20 brands of quality dog and cat foods 
 Toys, treats, collars, leashes + more 

     Orijen, Acana, Canidae        
Holistic Select, Merrick  

Taste of the Wild, 
Primal, Verus, Ancestry 
  Stella & Chewy’s + more 

 
 Most bathers are in & out in 30 

minutes leaving the dirt & hair behind 
 Excellent for bonding with your pet 

Stratford Hills Shopping Center 
Forest Hill Ave at Hathaway Rd 

www.crittertown.com   
(804) 320-1096 

 

 

 

Invest in your neighborhood! 
At just $15 per household, membership in 
the Westover Hills Neighborhood Association 
(WHNA) is an easy way for you to support the 
neighborhood activities that you enjoy.

Memberships run through the calendar year.

Here are some of the activities  
your membership supports:
• Fourth of July Children’s Parade and Riverside 

Drive Fireworks

• Neighborhood clean up efforts/alley clean up 

• Neighborhood yard sale

• Lighting signs on Boulevard and  
WH West Entrance

• Home Tour

• Neighborhood picnic, which hosts  
over 350 families 

• Westover Hills Elementary School Carnival

• Music in the Park

• Westover Hills Rag Newsletter

Join now! 
Use the form to the right or go online  
westover-hills.org/membership 
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By Robert Kelly

This year’s WHNA Clean-Up will go 
down as the quickest neighborhood 
clean-up ever! We were able to wrap 
up most of our volunteer involvement 
by 10:00 am, just two hours after 
start time. As team leader John 
Coski explained “there was not the 
amount of discards and debris in 
the alleys as in previous clean-ups.” 
This made it possible for the three 
walking clean-up teams in the alleys 
to quickly complete their designated 
areas without much delay. 

The volunteer teams were led by 
Chris Gorey, Mike Schwartz, John 
Coski, and Mike Dennis and it was 
their leadership which made this 
year’s Clean-Up so successful. We 
are very grateful for the use of Mike 
Dennis’s pick-up truck which enabled 
us to focus most of our volunteer 
efforts in the alleys. Mike’s team of 
Jim Benton, and Georgia and Shane 
Kaspar drove around all of the outlying 
areas to pick-up discards which were 
primarily placed in front of houses 
without alleys. Also much thanks 
goes to Dennis Donahue who stayed 

late to assist Robert Kelly in an alley 
which was missed (behind Dorchester 
and new section of Sylvan Court). 

We were unable to get any photos of 
Mike Schwartz and his team of Matt 
Flynn, Dennis Donahue, Jennie Bal-
lard, and Rick Pearman in action but do 
want to acknowledge their contributions 
to this year’s clean-up as well.  All and 
all… a fantastic effort by a great group 
of neighbors. Clean-Up Project Chair, 
Robert Kelly THANKS THEM ALL for 
making his job easy. 

As with last year, let us remind all resi-
dents that our alleys SHOULD NOT 

SERVE AS A DUMPING GROUND for 
yard debris! We encourage everyone 
with a yard to invest in a set of loppers 
(long-handled cutters), which can cut 
through limbs 2-3 inches in diameter. 
You would be amazed at how much 
debris you can fit into the large City 
plastic 55-gallon cans….and if you can-
not fit it all in the can in one week, you 
can simply finish putting it in the can 
for the next City weekly pick-up. Let’s 
all be more considerate of one another 
and keep our alleys clear of debris. 

Lastly…a special reminder to all WHNA 
residents that the City will pick-up large 
piles of debris if you contact them 
at 804-646-3000 and allow time for 
scheduling the pick-up. You can also 
click on the below link to the City of 
Richmond website and then click on 
the tab to the top far right of the page 
titled ‘Online Service’ to complete an 
electronic work request to the City, 
www.richmondgov.com/dpu and then 
scroll down to find the Quick Links 
link, www.richmondgov.com/common/
OnlineServices.aspx and enter your 
request with contact information. n

WHNA Neighborhood Clean-up May 12
A QUICK CLEAN-UP EFFORT BY WHNA VOLUNTEERS!

Front Row (kneeling) from Left to Right – Mary Lewis, Rick Pearman, 
City Workers, John Coski with doughnuts, Jennie Ballard, Tim Grimes, 
John Clarke, Marcia Coreth, Dennis Donahue Back Row (standing) 
from Left to Right Steve Engeman, Georgia and Shane Kaspar, Richard 
Lewis, Zach Webber, Matt Flynn, Mike Schwartz, Chris Gorey, Owen 
Gorey, Jim Benton, Mike Dennis, and Chuck Coreth

Team Leader, Chris Gorey (in the center), and volunteers from 
his hard working team, Owen Gorey, John Clarke, and Zach 
Webber hustle yard debris from one of the alley locations 
west of the Boulevard.

continued on page 18

Father and son team, Chris and Owen Gorey 
stop for a brief minute to pose for a pic. 
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Long & Foster Grove Sales | 5702 Grove Ave. | Richmond, VA 23226 |  Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA 

 

 

SELLING YOUR HOME?  
FOR A REFRESHING REAL ESTATE  

EXPERIENCE, CALL ME! 
 
 

continued from page 17

The Volunteers of the 
“East of the Boule-
vard” alley crew (from 
left to right) Mary and 
Richard Lewis and 
Steve Engeman are all 
smiles as the morning 
winds down after a 
great effort. 

Husband-wife 
team Marcia and 
Chuck Coreth 
from Westover 
Hill West are 
part of our great 
volunteer effort. 

New Citizen Self-Service Portal
RVA311 LAUNCHED JUNE 15 
This online tool provide 
businesses, citizens and visitors 
new access to the city. It replaces 
and expands the available 
services formerly available 
through See Click Fix program

WHAT WILL RVA311 DO? 
• With RVA311, the city’s goal is to improve service  

delivery and citizen engagement. 
• RVA311 will provide a more direct way to report 

non-emergency incidents and submit service 
requests directly to city agencies. 

• RVA311 will serve as the city’s single point of 
contact for entering, reviewing and managing 
requests reported by businesses, citizens and 
visitors alike. 

• RVA311 will also be the tool used by city employees 
to log all 3-1-1 calls to the new Department of 
Citizen Service and Response. This new agency’s 
mission is to ensure the city remains “citizen-
centric” in all its service delivery efforts.

RVA311 launches June 15 
fltis online tool will provide businesses, 
citizens and visitors new access to the dtyl 

What will RVA311 do? 

With RVA311, the city's goal is to improve service 
delivery and citizen engagement. 
RVA311 will provide a more direct way to 
report non-emergency incidents and submit 
service requests directly to city agencies. 
RVA311 will serve as the city's single point of 
contact for entering, reviewing and managing 
requests reported by businesses, citizens and 
visitors alike. 
RVA311 will also be the tool used by city 
employees to log all 3-1-1 calls to the new 
Department of Citizen Service and Response. This 
new agency's mission is to ensure the city remains 
"citizen-centric" in all its service delivery efforts. 

Anvone can create an 
account to request a 

service, or enter 
requests Without 

an account 

users Will have the 
abilltv to track their 
own requests and 

view others. 

Users can get email 
notifications about 
the status of their 
requests and be 
alerted to anv 
updates bV the 
agencv working 

on them. 

Survevs will be sent 
for optional feedback 

when requests 
are closed. 
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CraCked
Plaster?

Call your neighbor, Bill Rose.  
He’s an expert at repairing cracked  

and damaged plaster. 

804-640-2440
www.commonwealthpaintingco.com
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Westover Hills United 
Methodist Church 

1705 Westover Hills Blvd 
 Richmond, VA 23225 

(804) 232-1769 
www.westoverhillsumc.org 

Join us for worship Sundays at 10 a.m. 
 

6788 Forest Hill Ave · Stra rd Hills Shopping Center 

(804) 272-1244 or steve@onwardfitness.com 

•  Cozy, fully-equipped studio 
•  Limited class sizes 
•  Mobile services available 
•  FREE trial classes and ini l consulta ons 

 

Lose weight, get stronger, and feel great…without crazy contracts. Come see why 
we’re RVA’s Cure for the Common Gym.  

SAVE 15 % on your first purchase SAVE 15% ON ANY PERSONAL TRAINING 
PURCHASE AND/OR SAVE $15 OFF A MONTH 
OF UNLIMITED GROUP CLASSES! 

Westover Hills 

Time for a new �ag! 
Each �ag is made to order and sewn with 

precise attention to detail and construction.
Flags make wonderful gifts, too!

See more designs at www.ginghamtree.net
Order by email: sandy.gouldin@gmail.com
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S.A. Toler 
Construction, Inc. 

2221 Belt Boulevard 
Richmond, VA 23224 

233-6170
Go Trenchless-Preserve the Beauty 

S.A. Toler Construction, Inc. specializes in trenchless technology 
for your water, sewer and drain line repairs, replacements and 
installations.  With this technology we have the ability to preserve 
the beauty of landscaped yards, asphalt or concrete driveways, 
patios, cobblestone paths, porches, trees and other exterior 
improvements and obstacles.  We offer video camera inspections 
of sewer pipes to inspect for root intrusion or collapse. Call for 
further information on all the services we offer. 

 Scott Toler, president, graduated from Benedictine High School, in 
Richmond, and Virginia Military Institute, in Lexington, and was a 
Westover Hills resident for over 30 years. 

Water – Sewer – Drain 
www.satoler.com  www.satolerconstruction.com

1412 WEST 43RD ST. • RICHMOND, VA 23225 • 804•233•1758

Celebrate Summer!
Out with the Old...In with the New!

G  A  L  L  E  R  Y

GALLERY HOURS
Tues-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri & Sat 10am-4pm

Stop by after visiting the Farmer’s Market on Saturday

43rd Street Festival of the Arts
Saturday, September 15th

Ceramic
Birdhouses

—R—
Vases for
Flowers
—R—

Jewelry and
Accessories

Ticer Construction
“Reliable Professional Services”

25 Years Experience

804-233-1848

Specializing in:
Painting l Carpentry
Rotten Wood Repair 

Drywall Repair l Kitchens and Baths
Finish Basements

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Coleman Ticer 
5026 Devonshire Road
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Officers Terms of office began September 2016 and run through the end of 2018
Office  Name  Address  Phone  Email

President Sarah Abubaker 5212 Devonshire  287-6583 sarah.a.mansell@gmail.com

Vice Pres.  Matthew Roy 5223 Forest Hill  matthew@royhousehold.net

Secretary  Ashley Hall 5033 Devonshire 706-504-5242 ashleywhall84@gmail.com

Treasurer  Melissa Butler 5110 Caledonia 233-3715 melissa.butler@rich.frb.org

Other Board Members
Past President  Bryce Lyle 4718 King William  387-5967  brycelyle@gmail.com

Membership Rich Meagher 5208 Devonshire 231-1435 rjmarr@gmail.com

Special Events  Molly and Tom Olejer (picnic) 5204 Devonshire 690-5353 mollyshep@hotmail.com 
 Brianne Zambriczki (picnic) 5104 Devonshire 412-609-9847 Briannezambriczki@gmail.com 
 Laura Dysart (4th of July Parade)   lauradysart@verizon.net 
 Jennie and Travis Shaw (Fireworks)  jennie.shaw@joynerfineproperties.com

School liaison Bryce Lyle 4718 King William 387-5967 brycelyle@gmail.com

Welcome Debbi Ingersoll 5007 Sylvan 986-3275 debbi.ingersoll@gmail.com

Yards/Month & Suzy Keeley & Chris Gorey 5311 Caledonia 233-0563 goreyc@yahoo.com 
Holiday Decor Alexandra & Zach Korman 1901 Westover Hills  339-6709 alexandra.casagrande@gmail.com 
 Dick Bragg 5430 Dorchester  231-3252 richardbragg@comcast.net

Communications Debbi Ingersoll (Crime Watch) 5007 Sylvan 986-3275 debbi.ingersoll@gmail.com 
 John Coski (Stray Watch) 5028 King William 233-0705 jmcoski1@gmail.com  
 Dick Bragg (Rag Delivery) 5430 Dorchester  231-3252 richardbragg@comcast.net 
 Val Murphey (Rag Ads)  5430 Dorchester 231-3252  val.murphey@comcast.net 
 Page Hayes (Rag Editor) 5201 King William 301-7301 pagalina@yahoo.com

Merchants Bruce Gould  5301 New Kent 230-4103 bgould53@gmail.com 

Beautification Robert Kelly  5306 Caledonia 231-0629 robmkelly1@gmail

Community  Dick Bragg 5430 Dorchester  231-3252 richardbragg@comcast.net 
Involvement 

Governance James McCue 5313 Sylvan  mccuejm2@gmail.com

Board of Directors & Contacts
The WHNA Board meets second Tuesday of each month,

7 p.m., at Café Zata

To advertise, 
contact ad manager Val Murphey  

WHNARag@gmail.com

Advertise in the  
Westover Hills Rag


