
 
 

Special feature of the 2017 WHNA Twilight Tour: 
 

The Gardens at 5021 Riverside Drive, “Boxwood” 
 

Built in 1928 by Guthrie Smith, who built many of the first homes in Westover Hills, this 
Georgian home on the James River was purchased by Dr. and Mrs. William Evans Chapin. Having 
raised their five children here, they had the vision to keep the home in the family. Therefore four 
generations of Chapins have lived in the home for almost 90 years.  

The youngest of the Chapin’s 5 children, Lucius Chapin and his wife Jane Scott, took on the 
home, naming it “Boxwood,” doing extensive renovations, and raising their 3 sons here. Their 
Grandson Brandt has stayed a great deal of his childhood here. After the death of her husband, 
Jane Scott continued with the family’s commitment to their home, and is very grateful that at least 
one of her sons lives here. All 4 generations have planted and cared for the enormous number of 
English and American boxwood. 

High on a bluff, the 3 acres offer magnificent views  of the Railroad Bridge, the Carillon, the 
Nickel Bridge, and Maymont along the James River, from a formal 1928 slate terrace, a brick 
terrace, a wood deck, and grass terraces. In the winter there is also a view of downtown, which is 
especially delightful when the colorful Christmas lights outline city buildings. 

The family exclaims that on occasion a bald eagle will land on one of their riverside trees 
and is so large that it appears there is a small child sitting in the tree. Other wildlife includes red-
tailed hawks, blue herons, deer, fox owls, rabbits, and ground hogs. One son contends that there is 
no cuter baby in the animal kingdom than a baby groundhog, while another son concludes that it is 
like a Disney movie being shot on our property.  

Influenced by 5 trips to Asia, Lucius and Jane Scott created a water garden with a bridge and 
several Asian statues.  They purchased a clay terra-cotta figure, a reproduction of a bowman 
warrior found in the tombs of the emperors of China in Xian. Having sent the statue home, the 
couple read his accompanying instructions: 



“Thank you bought the copy of terra- cotta warriors and horses from our factory. For all the 
warriors and horses, We all put them inside of the oven fired them. Usually they all no problem to 
put outside. But if you want Keep the warriors no any change, you’d better keep them out of rain. 
Because when we made the warriors, We want to make them like the original ones, So we do 
some painting on the surface of them. 
Please make a roof to keep them in good 
conditions.  Thanks.” 

Choosing to preserve him, the 
couple established him in their indoor 
Jacuzzi room. He was moved outside for 
the “Twilight Tour.” 

The garden was designed and 
created, including the laying of the stones, 
by the couple and 2 of their sons in the 
early 90’s. The coupler’s middle son 
researched and created the water 
elements, while pursuing a B.S. at The 
College of William and Mary. No chemicals are used, relying instead on aquatic plants, like water 
lettuce and water hyacinth to keep the pond clean. As the weather warms up, water lilies and the 
plant material already mentioned will be grown in the pond. 

The enormous boxwood form an architectural room, where the family can enjoy fresh figs, 
in season, from the Syrian and Turkish fig trees.(Note: Please do not walk on the bridge or stones. 
Thank you.) 

Children of family and friends enjoy viewing the water garden, exploring the boxwood 
maze, watching the trains and wildlife, and climbing into the tree house. 

When Lucius and Jane Scott added the great room and Jacuzzi room, they incorporated 
elliptical windows to balance those in the sun porch on the opposite side of their home. These 
Palladium windows (influenced by the Italian architect, Andrea Palladio) offer expansive views of 
the James River, their plantings, gardens, and grass terraces. The large Palladium window on the 
front of the home is a beloved architectural feature. 

Because several Chapins were alumni of the College of William and Mary, they chose to 
have bull head rounded tops on the brick wall to reflect the walls that they loved at their college. 
They also had 2 brick sidewalks and a paved brick driveway added. 

Jane Scott enjoyed building the dry stone wall, which forms 2 sides of a second driveway, by 
herself, with 2 exceptions. She employed someone to dig the 7” deep foundation for her wall and 
her sons hoisted the top stones forming the top layer. Having taken classes at Luck’s Stone and 
admired the organic look of the dry stone walls in the United Kingdom, Jane Scott laid 5 pallets of 
stone, including Pennsylvania plum, fieldstone, and Vermont green stone. She compares her 
construction to working a giant jigsaw puzzle. 

Plantings include dogwood, redbud, wisteria, old-fashioned pearl bush, rose of Sharon, 
azalea, nandina, forsythia, mountain laurel, annual and perennial flowers , and seasonal bulbs. If 
the deer do not eat them for dinner, there should be tulips and Soloman’s Seal with blueberries. 

 Jane Scott is very thankful for the inspiration and perspiration that her youngest son has 
put into our grounds. From pruning, to planting, and painting, and especially his design for 
landscaping, Tristan has helped make this “Twilight Tour” possible. 

The Chapin family is grateful that there are numerous descendants of Dr. and Mrs. Will 
Chapin, and that they continue to enjoy visiting, having tea, and eating holiday or reunion dinners 



at “Boxwood.”  Happily the first great-great grandchild of Dr. and Mrs. Will Chapin. We look 
forward to her first visit from Florida at the home’s 90th birthday party.  And, we welcome and 
thank you for visiting our home today. 
 
 


