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P.O. Box 13421

Richmond, Va. 23225

Mark your calendars 
for the WHNA 
General Member-

ship Meeting on Thursday, 
May 9, at 7 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall at the Westo-
ver Hills United Methodist 
Church. In addition to a 
few housekeeping items of 
association business, the 
meeting will focus on what 
Richmond public schools 

Join WHNA for general meeting  
and dinner on Thursday, May 9

have to offer. Among the 
speakers will be 4th District 
School Board Member 
Kristen Larson and Dr. 
Ginny Loving, principal of 
Westover Hills Elementary 
School. Bryce Lyle, WHNA’s 
school liaison, will also 
be on hand to talk about 
schools.

 Come early, at 6 p.m., to 
enjoy meeting your neigh-

bors over dinner. WHNA is 
providing the dinner free! 
You’ll get fried chicken and 
all the yummy side dishes 
from Westover Hill’s own 
Dixie Chicken! 

 We hope to see you on 
May 9! Come out to meet 
and greet your neighbors 
and next year’s officers, 
and hear from interesting 
speakers!

You’re invited on Thursday, May 9!
Dinner at 6 p.m.

Fried chicken and all the goodies from Dixie Chicken

General Meeting 7 p.m.
What Richmond Public Schools have to offer

at Westover Hills United Methodist Church

THE DIXIE CHICKEN

Come meet your neighbors,  
enjoy a good meal, 

find out about your neighborhood association, and  
learn what’s happening in our local public school!

Check the WHNA  
website for the latest! 

westover-hills.org

      We’re on 
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Aver- age 
list vs. 
sold ratio 
=   97% 
Aver- age 
days on 
mar- ket =   

79Average 

list vs. sold ratio =   97% 

HOME SALES 
WESTOVER HILLS 

 
                                                         

This information is brought to you by 
 Your Neighbor, Your REALTOR® 

 
JENNIE BARRETT SHAW 

 
jennie.shaw@joynerfineproperties.com 

www.jenniebarrettshaw.com  |  804.545.6347 

January 1, 2013 - April  12, 2013 

Average LIST price = $287,078    Average price per square foot =   $154.21   
Average SOLD price =   $281,308    Average days on market = 63 
Average list vs. sold ratio = 97.9% 

Dear Neighbors, 
 
It has been just a month since my last update, and the data keeps getting better and better!  The numbers above reflect 
closed sales from January 1, 2013, until the time of print (April 12, 2013).  
 
Here are some additional (and very promising) numbers to review at the time of print:  
 

  There were 14 homes under contract. 
  The average days on the market for the pending sales was just 46 days. 
  Of those 14 homes, eight of them were on the market for 30 days or less. 
  There were only four homes for sale, or active on the market. 

 
What does this mean? It means the market is improving, and Westover Hills is hot right now!  We are seeing a major inven-
tory shortage, which is encouraging prices to increase.  We need more homes to sell in the neighborhood, so if you’ve been 
“toying around” with the idea, it may be time to get serious. Please reach out to me any time so we can discuss your options.  
 
Very sincerely, 
 
Jennie Shaw, REALTOR® 
Joyner Fine Properties 

PROPERTY LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE SQ FT $/SQ FT 

5030 Devonshire Road $199,950 $175,000 1,402 $124.82 
4708 New Kent Avenue $224,950 $219,875 1,369 $160.61 
1500 Cedar Lane $225,000 $222,500 1,209 $184.04 
5109 Sylvan Road $239,950 $237,000 1,364 $173.75 
4603 Forest Hill Avenue $245,000 $240,000 2,072 $115.83 
5006 King William Road $265,000 $259,000 1,619 $159.98 
5007 Sylvan Road $369,900 $369,900 2,720 $135.99 
1708 Westover Hills Boulevard $389,000 $386,000 2,537 $152.15 
5202 Caledonia Road $424,950 $422,500 2,338 $180.71 
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Coming Up Soon
South of the James Market re-opens May 4

Get your basket ready! The best farmers’ market in 
Richmond is back on Saturday, May 4. Now in its fifth 
fabulous year, the South of the James Market will be 

open every Saturday this season from 8 a.m. to noon in For-
est Hill Park.

 The market is “the” place to be 
on Saturday mornings for Westover 
Hills, Forest Hill, and Woodland 
Heights residents-- whether you 
come to shop for locally-grown and 
hand-made items or just to have a 
cup of coffee and meet your neigh-
bors. It even attracts folks from all 
over the Richmond area. 

 This year you’ll find all your 
favorite farmers and artisans, and maybe even some new 
ones. The market is run by GrowRVA (formerly The Market 
Umbrella). Check out what will be happening each week at 
the market at GrowRVA’s website (http://growrva.com) or 
on the market’s website (http://sojmarket.com).

Music in the Park is back this summer!

The popular summer music concert series, “Music in the 
Park,” is gearing up for another great season of live, lo-
cal music in Forest Hill Park. Six events, all on Sunday 

evenings, are planned. 

 Here’s the exciting line-up: 

May 12 (6 to 8 p.m.): Mother’s Day 
Square Dancing Blowout, with the Beer 
Ticks featuring Grant Hunnicut with 
special guests Gene and Gayla.

June 9 (6 to 8 p.m.): The Taters (roots 
rock, pop, country, skiffle, and Ameri-
cana).

July 7 (6 to 8 p.m.): The Dochmatics 
(original soul and R ‘n B).

August 18 (5 to 7 p.m.): Third Wave 
(surf music).

September 8 (5 to 7 p.m.): Trongone 
Band (Grateful Dead and Friends and 
Sounds).

October 6 (5 to 7 p.m.): Exebelle and 
the Rusted Cavalcade (folk, country, and 
southern rock).

The series is brought to you by the 
Westover Hills, Forest Hill, and Woodland Heights Neigh-
borhood Associations, GrowRVA, Relay Foods, the City of 

Richmond Parks and Recreation, and Kathy Graziano. So 
plan to come out to enjoy some great music and visiting with 
friends and neighbors. You can even bring a picnic if you 
like!  

Arts in the Park back for 42nd season May 4-5

The 42nd annual “Arts in the Park” show and sale will 
be held Saturday May 4, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Sunday, May 5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event is 

sponsored by the Carillon Civic Association.

 Arts in the Park takes place on 
the mall and in the shaded groves of 
Byrd Park surrounding the Carillon. 
Whether you are looking for unique 
paintings or crafts, you will find 
plenty of variety. Woodwork, glass, 
fiber, ceramics, jewelry, and paintings 
are just some of the craft media that 
are represented. Arts in the Park is 
recognized as one of the top art shows 
in the country.

 Free parking is available at the City Stadium with free 
shuttle service. Handicap parking is available at the park. No 
pets, please.

Join WHNA at the ballpark on June 5!

You’re invited to join WHNA’s Social Club at the ball-
park on Wednesday, June 5, at 6:30 p.m. to cheer on 
our own Richmond Squirrels! The gates will open at 

5:30 p.m.

 June 5 is community association night at the Diamond, 
with live music 
and entertainment 
on the concourse 
between 5:30 and 
6:30 p.m. along 
with Wednesday 
night drink specials. 
Children 3 and 
under are free! We 
will be sitting in the 
diamond section and tickets are $10 each. 

 WHNA would love to have a large contingent of Westover 
Hills neighbors to join us at the game, and the WHNA has 
generously offered to purchase 20 tickets for this event. The 
free tickets will be given out on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis (limit 4 per family). Please contact Andrea at andrgrace@
gmail.com or 804-306-7319 to let us know you are attending 
and to reserve your spot! Come on out to the ballfield!  Let’s 
show our Westover Hills spirit.
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Get Milk Fresh 
From Your 
Own Cow!

Sign up NOW for Raw Milk
Herd Shares.

Enjoy our great tasting, 
farm fresh products:

• Grass-fed beef • Pastured Pork 
• Pastured Poultry & Eggs
• Local Jams & Honey

Faith Farm, Green Bay, VA
Email: faithfarmfoods@yahoo.com

for sign-up & 2012 price list.

www.faithfarmfoods.blogspot.com

Like Us on Facebook

In Westover Hills

5073 Forest Hill Avenue
232-4490

Open Mon. thru Sat.
Also Mon., Wed., Thurs. nights

ACT 1
Hair Design
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May 18 will be a big day in Westover Hills! 

Let’s block off a 
street and have a 
party! All neighbors 

are invited to attend the 
annual Westover Hills 
Neighborhood Picnic on 
Saturday, May 18, from 
4:30 p.m. to dark. 
The picnic will be 
on the 1900 block of 
Prince Arthur Road, 
between Evelyn Byrd 
and New 
Kent. This is 
a great event 
for everyone 
to meet their 
neighbors. 
We will have 
fun activities 
for the kids like clown 
face painting, balloon 
twisting, bubble wands, 
and kid games. Kids 
and adults will enjoy 
the music of a live band 
and the best of O’Toole’s 
picnic food. Soft drinks, 
wine, and keg beer will 
be provided along with 
grilled burgers, hot dogs, 
barbequed beans, des-

serts, and all the fixings. 

 Children attend free. 
Adults pay $10 if they are 
WHNA neighborhood 
members or $15 each if 
not a member. You can 
join the neighborhood 

association at 
the picnic. 

The weather 
will probably 
be wonder-
ful, but if the 

picnic must be cancelled 
due to rain we will try 
again on Sunday, May 
19.  

 The picnic is hosted 
by the Westover Hills 

Neighborhood Associa-
tion. For information or 
to volunteer, contact Cass 
Meagher at Cassandra.
meagher@gmail.com.

Family fun at annual picnic

by Robert Kelly

WHNA has 
scheduled our 
neighborhood-

wide spring clean-up 
for Saturday, May 18. 
The City of Richmond 
provides the trucks and 
drivers so that WHNA 
volunteers can follow 
behind and “hoist in” 
disregarded household 
furnish-
ings, yard 
debris, and 
old appli-
ances from 
the alley 
(or in front 
of homes 
without 
alleys). We 
can’t accept 
paint cans, 
tires, or “heavy” construc-
tion materials.  

 We are requesting that 
volunteers show up at the 
Bank of America branch 
on Forest Hill across from 
O’Toole’s at 7:30 a.m. on 
Saturday. We should fin-
ish up no later than noon, 
probably sooner. Please 
contact Robert Kelly at 
robmkelly1@gmail.com 
or 231-0629 to volunteer 
for the WHNA general 
clean-up project. 

Don’t miss this 
opportunity to 
spruce up around 

the house, while assist-

WHNA spring clean-up 
ing with beautifying the 
neighborhood! If you 
have things for WHNA 
to pick up, please follow 
these guidelines: 

• Place all discards at 
rear of property next to 
alley. If you have no alley, 
place discards at curb. 

• If you have an old 
appliance, television, 

air condition-
er, or large 
item for pick 
up, contact 
Robert Kelly 
in advance, so 
that we can 
arrange to 
have the spe-
cial appliance 
truck arrive 
at your home 
either the 

morning of the clean-up 
or sometime during the 
following week. 

• Please pile all loose 
discards neatly so that 
we know that you intend 
to have it picked up.

• If you have signifi-
cant amounts of house-
hold discards and/or 
brush, we expect you to 
assist the WHNA volun-
teers with disposal. Your 
absence may result in a 
no pick-up and a later 
disposal by the city for a 
fee. If you are going to be 
out of town and cannot 
assist the volunteers with 
the disposal, please con-
tact Robert Kelly to gain 
a special exemption from 
the “assist” request.   

 Again, if you can help 
as a volunteer, please 
contact Robert Kelly via 
phone or email in ad-
vance, if possible.
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Westover Hills: 804.231.9151
Carytown:   804.359.6646

In the Old Stratford Hills Shopping center

2817 Hathaway Rd., Richmond
864-9463

www.onceuponavine.us

Stop by and check out our wine & beer 

selections at prices to fit all budgets.  Let us help 

you with that special bottle or help you plan your 

party.  Check out our wine & beer tastings on 

Fridays from 5 til 8 and our daily early bird 

specials.  We are a drop off spot for Fall Line 

Farms, Richmond's on line farmers market.  

Spend $20 on Mondays and enter a raffle for a 

white water raft trip each month!!

Hope to see you soon,

The staff at Once Upon A Vine-South

open 11 til 9 daily
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President’s  
Column
by Rich Meagher

Association meetings are worth it, even if you’re busy!

On the days I work 
late, my wife and I 
are faced with the 

logistical puzzle of how 
to pick up my oldest from 
school (or Brownies or 
after-care) and my young-
est from pre-school. After 
that little chess game is 
over, there’s homework, 
making dinner, arranging 
for showers and PJs and 
bedtime. And that’s just 
getting the kids to bed, not 
to mention the leftover 
housework, e-mails, and 
posts to review, and work 
and home projects to begin 
AFTER they’re done.

 So I know, believe me, 
that fitting in a neighbor-
hood association meeting 
is not an easy task. Maybe 
you’re less busy than I am, 

but you could just as easily 
be more so. Either way, 
it’s hard to tear yourself 
away from all the family 
and work stuff that tends to 
dominate your life to come 
to a meeting.

 But – and you knew this 
was coming – you should. 
WHNA meetings are im-
portant. You connect with 

your neighbors and learn 
about the issues facing 
your neighborhood. You 
hear from public officials 
(4th District City Council 
Member Kathy Graziano is 
a regular attendee), police 
officers, and guest speak-
ers of various kinds. It’s 
not even as bad as eating 
your vegetables – these 
meetings are a great place 
to meet new neighbors and 
sometimes we even have a 
little fun!

 With that in mind, I urge 
you to come to our general 
membership meeting on 
May 9. This is our once-
yearly meeting where, aside 
from a few items of regular 
business, we try to turn it 
into an event. The meeting 
will start an hour early, at 

6 p.m., to accommodate a 
mouthwatering meal from 
our own local restaurant, 
Dixie Chicken – free to all 
comers! And then we’ve 
lined up an exciting and in-
formational panel about the 
great things going on across 
the street at Westover 
Hills Elementary School. I 
cannot stress enough how 
important the health and 
vibrancy of that school is to 
the health and vibrancy of 
our neighborhood. 

 And it turns out that 
WHES may in fact be a hid-
den treasure in our com-
munity, filled with great 
students, teachers, and 
staff doing great things. 
Come find out more about 
it! And then you can get 
back to the laundry.

by Robert Kelly

On a Saturday in 
late February, the 
WHNA completed 

a very successful food 
drive. The neighborhood 
really rallied behind the 
cause! Six vehicles full of 
food donations (over 1,900 
pounds!) were delivered to 
the Central Virginia Food 
Bank location off Hermit-

age Road. Thanks to all 
who donated food for this 
event.

 The weather forecast for 
the morning of collection 
was predicted to be heavy 
rain but this did not deter 
the spirits of the nearly 25 
volunteers who roughed 
the weather to do some-
thing good for the commu-
nity. Special thanks go out 

Westover Hills food drive collects 1,900 pounds
to John Nelms; Rhonda 
Ligon; Martha Hollow-
ell; Lyn, John, and Sarah 
Grace Clarke; Jim, Haley, 
and Eleanor Robb; John 
Putney; Nick, Christina, 
Jane, Bernadette, and 
Nicholas Nies; Chris and 
Owen Gorey; Mary Lewis; 
Steve and Greta Campbell; 
Laura, Brandon, and Jake 
Dysart; and Amy Gonzalez. 

We really ap-
preciate Tom 
and Debra 
Rhodes open-
ing up their 
garage for the 
staging of all of 
the food collec-
tions on short 
notice. They 
deserve hazard 
pay for living 
next door to 
Robert Kelly, 
who tends to 
ask for favors 
at the last 
minute!  

 Jenny Ballard served as 
a great partner in sharing 
her leadership skills in the 
culmination of this worth-
while endeavor. 

 It was truly gratifying to 
see 10 neighborhood kids 
involved. We hope they 
received a good feeling 
knowing that they helped 
local families in time of 
need.  
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Lost a pet?  
Found a pet?

Get the word out quickly with WHNA’s 

StrayWatch!
Contact:

John & Ruth Coski
233-0705  

jmcoski@cavtel.net

Now’s the time 
to join your 
neighbor-

hood association! Be 
a part of the commu-
nity; membership is 
only $15 a year. 
 To join,  just mail 
your check (made 
payable to WHNA) 
to WHNA at P. O. 
Box 13421, Rich-
mond, Virginia 
23225.

It’s not too 
late to join 
WHNA!
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5632 St. James Court (above) showed spring had arrived, while 4911.5 
New Kent’s new landscaping made it clearly the “most improved”.

April ‘Yards of the Month’ winners herald spring!
an amazing transformation, 
and is clearly the “most 
improved” property east of 
the Boulevard. The owners 
did a great job at “keep-
ing it simple,” and using 
their limited space wisely. 
Congratulations on a well-
landscaped space!

 Every area of the 
neighborhood is canvassed 
monthly by the Yards of 
the Month judges, but we’d 
like to know if there’s a 
particular home we should 
consider! It’s even okay to 
nominate yourself! Please 
contact one of the judges 
with your suggestions:

East of the Boulevard: 
Dick Bragg at 231-3252 or 
richardbragg@comcast.net

West of the Boulevard: 
Ned & Carolyn Wheeler at 
919-619-4039 or twoseade-
signs@gmail.com

Westover Hills West: 
Donna Poland at 757- 846-
0981 or in2gifted@cox.net

Spring is finally here 
and WHNA has started 
up its annual “Yards 

of the Month” awards. The 
committee attempts to 
select one yard from each of 
the three geographical areas 
of Westover Hills (east of 
the Boulevard, west of the 
Boulevard, and Westover 
Hills West). Judges try not 
to give the award to the 
same yards time after time, 
and they like to recognize 
major improvements. In the 
coming months, the project 
will recognize lots of hard 
work in the many beautiful 
yards of our neighborhood. 

April winners
5632 St. James Court. 
In April, a magnolia hybrid 
tree and a dogwood tree 
were starting to unfold 
their blooms as a variety of 
jonquils welcomed them 
to spring. Tulips and grape 
hyacinth dotted the well-
manicured beds. This yard 
was a welcome sign that 
spring had arrived!!

4911.5 New Kent Road. 
This yard just underwent 

WHNA is pleased 
to welcome 
several new 

members of the Board of 
Directors:

• Debbie & Doug Belt, 
residents of the 5300 
block of Caledonia, as 
District 2 Reps

• Sarah Mansell, a 
resident of the 5200 block 
of Devonshire, as District 
3 Rep 

• Linda Armstrong, 
formerly a co-president of 
the association, as District 
4 Rep

 WHNA had a great 

team of officers, district 
representatives, and com-
mittee chairs this past 
year, many of whom are 
continuing to serve. We’d 
like to express special 
gratitude to two retiring 
members of the WHNA 
board:

• Dennis Donahue. 
Dennis is stepping down 
as District 3 Rep. He has 
been one of the associa-
tion’s longest-serving and 
most active volunteers. 

 He served as District 
3 Rep on and off since at 
least 1998, was WHNA 
president in 2001 and 

WHNA welcomes new board members
2002, and chaired the an-
nual picnic twice. And he’s 
always the go-to guy when 
you need a hand with any 
association project. 

• Rick Pearman. Rick is 
stepping down as WHNA 
vice president after a year. 
He has also served as a 
District 3 Rep since 2006.

 Volunteers like Dennis 
and Rick–and all the rest 
of the board members and 
committee chairs–help 
make Westover Hills a 
great place to live. Hats off 
to them for their service!

WHNA meetings 
set for May 9,  
June 13, & July 11

WHNA’s month-
ly board meet-
ings are on the 

second Thursdays each 
month at 7 p.m. at the 
Westover Hills United 
Methodist Church on 
the Boulevard. The 
next meeting is the an-
nual general meeting on 
Thursday, May 9. (see 
article on page 1). Board 
meetings will be held on 
Thursday, June 13, and 
Thursday, July 11. All 
Westover Hills residents 
are welcome to attend 
any board meeting. We 
welcome your participa-
tion and hope to see you 
there!
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 www.carecleaningonline.com  •  email@Carecleaningonline.com 
 

Call Today   
    for an estimate to �t your 
       cleaning needs and budget

   804.745.0020

■  We arrive on time and ready to clean your home, 
         with supplies, equipment and experience to make
         your home shine.

 ■  Cleaning services are available weekly, every other 
         week, monthly  or a one-time major cleaning

■  Our Employees are fully trained,  licensed, bonded 
       and insured. 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

cc-3-4ad.pdf   4/14/10   12:48:22 PM

Professional
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Over 40 Years of Satisfied Customers

Walter G. Satterwhite (804) 347-7187
President (804) 232-2809

Richmond, VA 23225

 

700 E. 6th St. #34 Richmond, Va 23224

Located in historic Manchester, Range of Motion 
Fitness is Richmond’s most unique fitness 

experience. Find length, strength, mobility, and 
freedom from pain with barre classes, personal 

training sessions, and personal training for 
Parkinson’s disease and MS.

www.rangeofmotionfitnessrva.com

monday - friday 9:30 - 7:00
saturday 9:30 - 6:00

15 n. belmont avenue 
richmond, va 23221

(804) 422-8519

from 

special occasion 

to everyday

family meals...

www.BelmontButchery.com
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The neighborhood 
finally has a “town 
market.” The eagerly 

awaited move of Taza and 
Chocolates by Kelly to the 
larger renovated space in 
the front of the building at 
5047 Forest Hill Avenue 
took place in early March. 
The bright, airy, and com-
fortable new space now also 
houses a Farm to Family 
outpost in addition to the 
expanded services of Taza 
and the Chocolates by Kelly 
counter.

 It’s more than just a 
community coffee shop. 
Together the three busi-
nesses make the space a 
great stop-over to eat lunch, 

Westover Hills yard sale was biggest ever
The Westover Hills yard sale in April may have been the biggest ever, with almost 60 households participating. Two newspaper 
ads brought hundreds of people to browse and shop in Westover Hills. Lots of Westover Hills folks just enjoyed being out on a 
beautiful Saturday to visit with neighbors, and participants reported sales were great. Thanks to Rebecca Ratliff for coordinat-
ing the yard sale, and for scheduling the Clothes Rack to pick up the “left-overs.” The Clothes Rack did a great job picking up 
everything, despite the unexpectedly huge number of yard sale participants.

pick up dinner, or just hang 
out for coffee, Wi-Fi, and 
neighborhood camaraderie. 
The space is made to linger 
and enjoy.

New Taza space provides ‘town market’ services

 Taza now offers a variety 
of delicious soups and 
sandwiches (the “Westover” 
and the “Nickel Bridge” are 
favorites), as well as bagels, 
ice cream, baked goods, and 
of course Blanchard’s Cof-
fee.  

 The Farm to Family folks 
already had a following 
here. Its “farm bus” was 
often seen in the neighbor-
hood and at the South of the 
James Market. The outpost 
inside Taza features local 
produce, grab-and-go boxed 
prepared foods, grass-fed 
and pastured meats, dairy, 

eggs, vegan goodies, fresh 
bread, pantry items and 
more. Now you can pick 
up dinner and support lo-
cal farmers any day of the 
week.

 The Chocolates by Kelly 
counter offers hand-dipped 
artisan chocolates, salty 
caramels, chocolate bal-
samic vinegar, and other 
delectable confections.

 Taza provides a positive 
family friendly atmosphere 
located between sports bars, 
the Locker Room and The 
Forest. Early in the evening, 
you might find a poetry 
reading or some low-key 
live music. So stop by any 
time of day!
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by Bryce Lyle

On April 18 more 
than 150 students, 
parents, teachers, 

and community members, 
including more than a 
dozen families from the 
Westover Hills neighbor-
hood, gathered in the 
cafeteria for Westover 
Hills Elementary School’s 
first-ever Community 
Drum Celebration & Open 
House. After a welcome by 
Principal Dr. Ginny Loving, 
WHES music teacher Lind-
sey Prather led the crowd 
in a drum circle for about 
45 minutes. After that, 

parents and community 
members toured the build-
ing, saw the classrooms, 
and met the teachers.

 Prior to the start of the 
drum circle the cafeteria 
floor was covered with 
all kinds of percussion 
instruments so that all 
children (and many adults) 
got to play their own beat. 
Several Westover Hills 
neighbors, including Adam 
Wade (Forest Hill Avenue) 
and Erin and Mike Sarro 
(Dorchester Road), even 
brought their own drums 
to use in the circle. A fun 
time was had by all.

A Banging Good Time at Westover school

Westover Hills 
Elementary 
School first grad-

ers celebrated Earth Day 
last month by planting a 
new tree on the front lawn 
near the WHNA-sponsored 
butterfly garden. Ms. 
Hawes’ and Ms. Mueller’s 
classes joined together for 
the event. Each and every 
student, including one who 
is wheelchair bound, got 
a turn to help dig the hole 
and pat the soil during the 
tree planting ceremony. 

WHES students plant a tree

Ms. Hawes’ class is excited 
to watch the new tree grow 
just outside their window.

On April 27 sev-
eral members of the 
WHNA joined with 

first grade teacher Susan 
Hawes to put the fin-
ishing touches on 
Westover Hills 
Elementary 
School’s 
new but-
terfly garden. 
Thanks to a generous 
donation from the Westo-
ver Hills Neighborhood 
Association, they were able 
to install a new fence, plant 
more shrubs, and provide 
fresh mulch to the bur-
geoning garden. 

 Following the event, 
Beth Morgan (Forest Hill 
Avenue), who has children 
starting in kindergarten 
and pre-K in the fall, said 
“We had a great time! My 
kids absolutely loved the 
drum circle and had so 
much fun they didn’t want 
to leave! We are so excited 
about our decision to send 
our kids to WHES next 
year.” 

 Paige Holbert (New 
Kent Rd), whose son will 
start kindergarten this 
year, is actively involved 
at the school and helped 
arrange for cookies and 
punch for the event. She 
echoed Beth’s sentiment, 
“We loved it!! The drum 
circle was such a great 
idea and Ms. Prather did a 
wonderful job leading it! I 
loved getting to meet some 
current families as well as 
prospective ones. Westover 
has so much to offer our 
kids and our neighbor-
hood!”

 Our school board rep-
resentative Kristen Larson 
was also on hand to enjoy 
the festivities and show her 
support for our neighbor-
hood and our school. 

Butterflies 
have a home 
in Westover

Join us on Saturday, 
June 1, for the 2nd 
annual Westover Hills 

Carnival on the front lawn 
of Westover Hills Elemen-
tary School. The carnival 
is fun for the whole family 
and will feature food, mu-
sic, games, face painting, 
cake walks, and lots of blow 
up things that every carni-
val should have. The event 
is from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
and all are welcome. We 
can’t wait to see you there!

Everyone  
welcome at  
WHES Carnival  
on June 1

Saturday, June 1, 2013
10am-2pm

Games, Food & Inflatables

Saturday, June 1, 2013
10am-2pm

Saturday, June 1, 2013
10am-2pm

Games, Food & InflatablesGames, Food & Inflatables

Westover Hills Elementary School - 1211 Jahnke Road, Richmond, Va 23225  
More info: 804.780.5002 • vloving@richmond.k12.va.us or coutland@cisofrichmond.org

Westover HillsWestover Hills 
Westover Hills 
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by Bryce Lyle

In recent months, 
Westover Hills El-
ementary school has 

received a wealth of new 
resources, thanks 
to contributions 
by the commu-
nity through Do-
norsChoose.org. 
DonorsChoose 
is a “crowdfund-
ing” website that 
allows classroom 
teachers to re-
quest funding for 
specific projects and then 
allows community mem-
bers to help fund those 
projects. Little donations 
from community members 
add up to big impacts in the 
classroom. 

 WHES has been using 
DonorsChoose.org for sev-
eral years, but has recently 
seen an explosion of gener-
osity from the community. 
The school has had 13 proj-
ects successfully funded this 
school year, including five 
in the last two months. Re-
cent projects have included 
risers for the auditorium 
to be used during school 
concerts, four new Kindle 
Fires for the first grade, 
and document cameras for 
several classrooms. The art, 
music, and PE classes have 
especially benefited from 
DonorsChoose.org with new 
fitness equipment, new art 
supplies, and several kinds 
of new instruments. 

 Music teacher Ms. 
Prather has been one of 
the most active teachers 
on DonorsChoose.org and 
recently invited the com-
munity to come play her 
new drums at a community 
drum circle and open house. 
“When I began teaching at 
Westover Hills three years 
ago, we had only four or five 
different kinds of instru-
ments,” she says. “Do-
norsChoose.org has rallied 

the community to provide 
thousands of dollars for our 
music program that help me 
teach in hands-on ways. We 
would never have been able 

New guard rail along Riverside Drive
The new wooden guard rail installed by the city along Riverside Drive from the 5200 block 
west to the intersection with New Kent is more attractive and safer than the inconsistent 
railing it replaced. We’re hoping the city will provide funds to continue the improved railing 
along the rest of Riverside Drive.

‘DonorsChoose’ allows community to help classrooms
here in the neighborhood. 
“DonorsChoose.org makes 
it really easy to support our 
neighborhood school teach-
ers and encourage them to 

active on DonorsChoose.
org, but several more 
projects are working their 
way through the pipeline, 
including one for our littlest 

students in WHES’s 
preschool class. If 
you would like to 
make a difference 
at our local school, 
Please go to Do-
norChoose.org and 
search for Westover 
Hills to see if there 
are any projects 
that excite you.

Keep up with  
Westover Hills School  

through the  
“Curious  

about Westover”  
Facebook page  

to learn to sing, play, and 
accompany songs like we 
did for our Winter Concert 
this year with only the 
tambourines we had when I 
first started.”

 Because of the website’s 
wide reach, donations have 
come to WHES from all 
over the country and as 
far away as Australia, but 
many of the recent dona-
tions have been from right 

be creative and innovative 
in their classrooms,” says 
Westover Hills resident Kel-
ly Cannon (5411 Dorches-
ter) who has donated to 
several recent projects. 
Her husband Brian adds, 
“We think it is important to 
show our teachers that we 
support their efforts in as 
many ways as possible.”

 At press time, there was 
only one WHES project 
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S.A. Toler 
Construction, Inc. 

2221 Belt Boulevard 
Richmond, VA 23224 

233-6170
Go Trenchless-Preserve the Beauty 

S.A. Toler Construction, Inc. specializes in trenchless technology 
for your water, sewer and drain line repairs, replacements and 
installations.  With this technology we have the ability to preserve 
the beauty of landscaped yards, asphalt or concrete driveways, 
patios, cobblestone paths, porches, trees and other exterior 
improvements and obstacles.  We offer video camera inspections 
of sewer pipes to inspect for root intrusion or collapse. Call for 
further information on all the services we offer. 

 Scott Toler, president, graduated from Benedictine High School, in 
Richmond, and Virginia Military Institute, in Lexington, and was a 
Westover Hills resident for over 30 years. 

Water – Sewer – Drain 
www.satoler.com  www.satolerconstruction.com

Calvin’s House Repairs 
405-3396

Interior / Exterior Painting 
Power Washing – Decks, Fencing, Driveways, Side-

walks, Houses 
Carpentry Work - Specializing in Siding, trim, and 

Decks 

Calvin Fimple 
Free Estimates 

38 Years Experience                References Available

G  A  L  L  E  R  Y
1412 W. 43rd St. • richmond, VA 23225 • 233-1758

Come See What’s New!
         hot out of the kiln...
                   new work by Robin

GALLERY HOURS
Tues–Thur 10am–6pm; Fri and Sat 10am–4pm

43rd Street Festival of the Arts
Saturday, September 14, 2013 • 10am–5pm

the gallery
is blooming with

visual treats...
new pots,

jewelry, and
fine art

D. J. Poole
Electrical & General Contractor

(804) 337-1818
Licensed and Insured

State Contractors License 2705-102712A Master Electrical License 2710-047082

Say you saw it here and receive a
2 hour service call for only $125.00

(Discount with no trip fee)

• Service panel upgrade
• Recess lighting
• Additional circuits and receptacles
• Exterior receptacles and lighting
• Addition of electrical feeds to sheds, or garages
• Troubleshooting and correction of electrical problems
• Code compliance
• New construction wiring
• Quality work with attention to detail
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At its April board 
meeting, WHNA 
voted to support the 

Forest Hill Neighborhood 
Association in its opposi-
tion to the proposed crisis 
center at 4405 Forest Hill 
Avenue. 

 Shannon Taylor, FHNA 
president, presented the 
reasons behind the opposi-
tion of Forest Hill residents 
to the project and request-
ed that Westover Hills 
support FHNA’s stance by 
sending a letter to the city 
opposing the project.

 The house at 4405 
Forest Hill Avenue was 
purchased by Richmond 
Behavioral Health Author-
ity (RBHA) in July 2012 
for the Virginia START 
program to be used as a 
crisis stabilization home. 
The proposed home would 
be staffed around the clock 
and would have six beds 
to house (for three to five 
days) adults “with intel-
lectual, mental or devel-
opmental disabilities or 
mental health conditions or 
challenging behaviors that 
negatively affect their qual-
ity of life.”

 Renovations on the 
house were underway, but 

WHNA supports Forest Hill’s 
opposition to crisis center

work was stopped due to 
lack of permits. The permit 
process is now underway. 
The city’s Planning Com-
mission and Board of Zon-
ing must review the proj-
ect. Council will have the 
ultimate vote on whether to 
approve the START home.

 Forest Hill residents 
raised concerns about 
whether a facility like the 
one proposed should be lo-
cated in a residential area, 
citing issues with safety 
and property values. 

 To express your indi-
vidual opinion to the city 
about the project, contact: 

Kathy Graziano, 4th Dis-
trict City Council Member, 
(6948 Forest Hill Avenue, 
Richmond, VA 23225 or 
kathy.graziano@richmond-
gov.com) 

Matthew Ebinger, City 
Planning and Develop-
ment Review (900 East 
Broad Street, Richmond, 
VA 23219 or Matthew.ebin-
ger@richmondgov.com)

Dr. Jack Lanier, RBHA 
(107 South Fifth Street, 
Richmond, VA 23219 or 
lanierj@rbha.org)

by Laura Dysart 

Forest Hill Park has a 
new bluebird house 
trail, with seven new 

bluebird boxes. It is hoped 
that the bluebirds will nest 
in the local park and regain 
their population. 

 On March 9, Christina 
Woodson, coordinator 
of the Virginia Bluebird 
Society (www.virginiab-
luebirds.org), conducted 
a training for interested 
citizens on monitoring the 
boxes. Many residents and 
Friends of Forest Hill Park 
Junior members attended 
the training, and a group of 
citizens and Friends of For-
est Hill Park Junior Youth 
have volunteered to moni-
tor the boxes each week.

 So far, two chickadees 
have nested in the boxes, 
and one box has six eggs 

Volunteers monitor bluebird 
houses in Forest Hill Park

in it! We are still hoping 
for Bluebirds, but it is nice 
that the Chickadees have 
found a nice place to have 
their babies! We are hoping 
that everyone will treat 
the bluebird houses with 
respect.

 The houses are being 
monitored weekly to en-
sure the best possible out-
comes for Bluebirds, and 
other native birds like the 
Chickadee. Thanks to all of 
the volunteers involved. The city has made 

two changes that 
you’ll notice on your 

monthly utilities bill after 
July 1:

 Stormwater util-
ity. Instead of a separate 
stormwater utility bill, the 
fee will be spread across 
the year and included on 
your regular monthly bill. 
After July 1, the city will 
enforce aggressively. So if 
you haven’t paid this fee, 
call the city’s Department 

Watch your water bill!
of Public Utilities before 
then to arrange payment. 

 New water rates. 
The fixed monthly service 
charge will go down from 
almost $50 a month to 
less than $25. However, 
the variable rate based on 
usage of water will increase 
significantly. If your family 
uses water above a certain 
amount, the total cost of 
your water bill could actu-
ally be higher.
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL 
 

For PK3-8th grade students since 1971 

4207 Forest Hill              804-231-1452 
Richmond, Virginia 23225                    www.gses.org 

Call today to arrange a tour. 
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The world champion-
ships of road cycling 
are coming to the 

Richmond Region in Sep-
tember 2015. Over 1,000 
world class cyclists from 
over 70 nations will repre-
sent their countries to win 
the coveted rainbow jersey 
signifying that they are the 
world champion. 

 There will be 12 champi-
onship races over the nine 
days from September 19 to 

Richmond to host cycling 
world championships in 2015

September 27, 2015.

  The opportunities are 
enormous for the Richmond 
region to tell our story, with 
over 300 million viewers 
watching on TV and the web 
and 450,000 spectators (lo-
cal, national and interna-
tional) in Richmond.

 To learn more visit us 
on the web at www.rich-
mond2015.com and follow 
us on Facebook and Twitter.

Summer Reading Pro-
gram. June 15 through 
August 4. Reading is so deli-
cious and it’s tasty fun for 
the whole family this sum-
mer! Sign up at the Westo-
ver Hills Branch Library. 
The program kicks off with 
an event from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturday, June 15. 
“Dig into Reading” is the 
theme for kids in kinder-
garten through fifth grade. 
“Groundbreaking Reads” 

will be the theme for young 
people in junior high and 
high school. Participants 
who complete the program 
will get a cinch bag plus 
a chance to win a Kindle 
Fire®! The program ends 
August 4. 

Monday Movies. During 
the summer reading pro-
gram from June 15 through 
August 4, Westover Hills 
Library will have Monday 
Movies at 10:30 a.m.

Library News

by Bob Burnley

M y wife, Georgia, 
and I have lived 
in Westover Hills 

West for the past 11 years. 
I am an environmental 
scientist, former director of 
the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality and 
an advisor on environmen-
tal issues.  

 One of my current proj-
ects is writing a field guide 
to urban flora that you can 
carry in your pocket to help 
identify plants and shrubs 
around the city. I’m looking 
for rare, exotic, and unusual 

plants that you may have in 
your yard or you may know 
about. I’m also looking for 
exceptional examples of 
more common varieties. I’m 
concentrating on plants, 
shrubs, and ornamental 
trees including weeds and 
invasive species. 

 If you have any of these 
and would allow me to 
photograph them for future 
publication, I’d love to hear 
from you. You can con-
tact me at rgburnleyllc@
comcast.net or 839-1943. 
Thanks. I look forward to 
seeing your treasures.

Environmental scientist seeks 
unusual plants. . can you help?

WHNA PICNIC
Saturday, May 18
4:30 p.m. until dark

1900 block of Prince Arthur
between Evelyn Byrd and New Kent

FAMILY FUN
FOOD by O’TOOLE’S

LIVE MUSIC!

Face painting, balloon twisting, 
bubble wands, kid games

WHNA Members $10 adults
$15 nonmembers, kids free
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TICER CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTING

 Specializing in:
  Carpentry  Projects
  Painting Projects
  Trim Work
  Renovation
  Exterior Carpentry Repair
  Deadbolt Locks
  Finish off Basement or Attic

Are you having trouble finding someone to do 
small- or medium-sized projects for you?  I 
would be happy to meet with you and give you 
a free estimate.  Give me a call if I can be of 
service.

COLEMAN TICER
5026 DEVONSHIRE ROAD
RICHMOND, VA. 23225

804-233-1848
LICENSED AND INSURED

Advertise in this 
newsletter

The Westover RAG is the newsletter  
of the Westover Hills  

Neighborhood Association.

It is distributed at least four times  
yearly to 1,000 area  

businesses and homes.

For more information, contact  
the RAG’s advertising manager: 

Richard Watson  
at 231-5078 or 

watson.candr@verizon.net
Also contact WHNA’s  Neighborhood Watch:
Elizabeth Roderick eroderick@earthlink.net.

If something looks  
suspicious, call  

police at: 
646-5100

Neighborhood 
Watch 
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For More Information:    
804-751-4401 or visit our 
event site  
www.tinyurl.com/
BumblebeeJamboree  
  

 

Butterfly Safari Tent 

Puppet Show  

Children's Crafts Area 

See Inside a Bee Hive 

Dance Like a Bee, Butterfly or Bird! 

Saturday June 15 2013 
Maymont   

Children’s Farm Lawn 
11 am—3 pm 

PLUS: Tips for your Garden, Plant Suggestions, Food & 
Beverage Samples, Butterfly Garden Tours! 

If you are a person with a 
disability and desire any 
assistive devices, services 
or other accommodations to 
participate in this activity, 
please contact Sherry Minni-
cino, Chesterfield Office of 
VCE at 804-751-4401/
TDD*) during business 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
to discuss accommodations 
5 days prior to the event.  
*TDD number is (800) 828-
1120. 

BEE There!! 

Sponsored by the Chesterfield 
County Office of  
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Everything  you need to wash & dry your pet  
Over 25 brands of quality dog and cat foods 

Plus toys, treats, collars, leashes and more 
Bring in ad for 25% OFF bath! Expires 12/31/2012. Cannot be use with offers. 

Stratford Hills Shopping Center  
Forest Hill Ave at Hathaway Rd  

   (804) 320-1096  www.crittertown.com 

Slide Into Summer Fun! 
Southampton Recreation Association 

sra-fun.org♥272-7401 

 4 Pools – 2 Olympic & 2 baby pools 
 70-foot Double Loop Water Slide 
 Championship Swim Team, Fun & 

Friends, for ages 5 – 18 
 Swim Clinics – youth & adult 
 Morning Lap Swimming 
 9 Tennis Courts, Tennis Lessons, 

Teams & Socials 
 Fabulous, fun Playground  
 Refurbished Basketball Court, the 

setting of our awesome basketball 
camps 

 Volley Ball Pit 
 Summer Classes & Camps 
 Family Nights, June-August 
 Year round social events & activities for 

all ages 
      

 
     

    
      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

      

CALL FOR A TOUR OF OUR FACILITIES & 
 A FREE 1-DAY FAMILY PASS!   

WE’D LOVE TO SEE YOU! 
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Westover Hills Merchants Association
Support Your Local Merchants!

Paid advertisement

Churches
Bethany Christian Church
5400 Forest Hill Ave., 233-1066

Forest Hill Presbyterian Church
4401 Forest Hill Ave., 233-4371

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church
Forest Hill Ave. & 43rd Street, 
233-2278

New Canaan Baptist Church
4712 Forest Hill Ave., 233-6026

Sacred Heart Church
1409 Perry Street
804-232-8965

Westover Baptist Church
Westover Hills Blvd. & 49th Street
233-9261

Westover Hills United
Methodist Church
1705 Westover Hills Blvd.
232-1769

Automotive
Dance Service Center
26 Hathaway Road
272-8081

Business Services
Paragon Business Services, Inc.
4704 Forest Hill Ave., 232-4002
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Financial Institution
SunTrust
4708 Forest Hill Ave.
232-6530, www.suntrust.com
Lobby: Mon-Thur 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. -6 p.m. 
DriveThru: Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Health Services
Dr. Alan Toler and Associates,  
PLLC  Dr. of Optometry 
Westover Vision Center
1407 Westover Hills Blvd., 231-9151
3026 W. Cary Street, 359-6646
www.drtoler.com,
drtolerwestover@juno.com 

Charles K. Johnson, DDS
1405 Westover Hills Blvd, Suite 1
232-1533

Home Decor
Carpet Cuts
5013 & 5033 Forest Hill Ave.
291-9300
carpetcuts@comcast.net

43rd St. Gallery
1412 W. 43rd Street, 233-1758
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.,
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Home Repair
H. F. Bulifant & Sons, Inc.
2001 Semmes Ave., 231-9686
hfbulifantsons@aol.com

Insurance
Michael Kelleher Insurance 
Agency/Nationwide Insurance
Michael Kelleher
502-2690

Property Management
Dumbarton Properties
7113 Staples Mill Road 23228
266-4969, dpileasing@yahoo.com

Retail
Kapeller Violins
5035A Forest Hill Ave., 233-0719
www.kapllerviolins.com

Chocolates by Kelly
5047 Forest Hill Ave., 814-5496
www.chocolatesbykelly.com 

Salon & Beauty Services
Act 1 Hair Design
5073 Forest Hill Ave., 232-4490

Doc’s Barber Shop
4802-1/2 Forest Hill Ave.
233-7935
Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.;
Sat. 9 am - 3 p.m.

Speech Therapy & Training
SpeechSmart
1405 Westover Hills Blvd. Suite 1A 
726-2906

Real Estate
Welch Real Estate 
Susy Bork Meyer, 399-2915

Restaurants
The Forest Restaurant
5057 Forest Hill Ave., 233-1940

Locker Room
5035 Forest Hill Ave.

Maldini’s
4811 Forest Hill Avenue, 230-9050

O’Tooles  Restaurant
4800 Forest Hill Ave., 233-1781

taZa Coffee ‘n Creme
5047 Forest Hill Ave., 233-8646
www.tazacnc.com
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Locate your 
district

Board of Directors & Contacts
The WHNA Board meets second Thursday of each month,
7 p.m., at Westover Hills United Methodist Church

Note: Association boundaries
include only the east side of

North Riverside Drive, the
north side of Woodburn

Road and Forest Hill Avenue,
and the west side of Cedar

Lane and Southcliff.

Officers  One-year terms of office began on July 1, 2012
Office  Name  Address  Phone  Email
Co-President Rich Meagher (Cass)  5208 Devonshire 231-1435 rjmarr@gmail.com 
Co-President Wade Thrift (Donna) 4903 New Kent 232-6129 wade.whna@gmail.com
Vice Pres.  Rick Pearman (Jenny Ballard) 5204 New Kent  232-0405  rick.pearman@rich.frb.org
Secretary  Jenny Ballard (Rick Pearman) 5204 New Kent  232-0405  jennyballard@verizon.net
Treasurer  Melissa Butler 5110 Caledonia 233-3715 melissa.butler@rich.frb.org

District Representatives
District 1  Ryland Bailey (Pencye)  5118 Evelyn Byrd  233-3710  (none)
 Curry Nelms (John)  5202 Riverside  231-1595  curryn@verizon.net
District 2  Debbie & Doug Belt 5302 Caledonia 233-0438 bltfam@cavtel.net
 Robert Kelly (Sherry)  5306 Caledonia  231-0629  robmkelly1@gmail.com
District 3  Sarah Mansell (Matt) 5212 Devonshire  5212 sarah.a.mansell@gmail.com
District 4  Susan Dubuque (Bob)  5117 Sylvan  232-1320 sdubuque@ndp-agency.com
 Linda Armstrong 5115 Sylvan 232-8409 lindaharmstrong@gmail.com
District 5  Linda Abbatiello (Bill) 5010 Caledonia 233-5152 syrny2va@yahoo.com
District 6  Tim & Beverly Grimes 4707 Devonshire  303-9683  tim_grimes_99@yahoo.com
District 7  Dick Bragg (Val Murphey)  4915 New Kent  231-3252  richardbragg@comcast.net
District 8  Posy Green  5704 Regent Circle 230-4251  rosemary_gr@comcast.net
 Katherine Kelly (Bill)  5716 Regent Circle 222-9434  kptwirler@comcast.net

Other Board Members
Past Pres.  Seth Humphreys (Vicki) 4613 Devonshire  230-7997 sdhumphreys@verizon.net
CrimeWatch  Elizabeth Roderick 5107 Caledonia  231-1774 eroderick@earthlink.net
Membership Laura Dysart (Scott)  5021 Sylvan  231-7662  lauradysart@verizon.net
 Paula Smith (Steve) 5205 King William 513-6937 paulasmith@casasmith.com
Merchants Susy Bork Meyer (Herb Young) 5108 New Kent 399-2915 susybork@hotmail.com 
Picnic  Reid Carter (Marsha) 5111 Evelyn Byrd 232-2029 rcarter@patientprograms.com
Publicity  Lisa Cumbey  5105 King William  357-4336 lisa@designmanifesto.com
RAG ads  Richard Watson (Christine)  4901 New Kent  231-5078 watson.candr@verizon.net
RAG delivery  Dick Bragg (Val Murphey)  4915 New Kent  231-3252 richardbragg@comcast.net
RAG editor  Val Murphey (Dick Bragg) 4915 New Kent  231-3252  val.murphey@comcast.net
School liaison Bryce Lyle (Jody) 4718 King William 387-5967 brycelyle@gmail.com
Social Club Andrea Reed (Billy) 5636 St. James Ct. 525-6970 andrgrace@gmail.com 
StrayWatch John Coski (Ruth) 5028 King William 233-0705 jmcoski@cavtel.net
Welcome Autumn Harbour (Jason) 4918 Evelyn Byrd 814-2424 abharbour@gmail.com
Yards/Month  Dick Bragg 4915 New Kent   231-3252 richardbragg@comcast.net
 Ned & Caroline Wheeler 5115 Sylvan 937-5451 twoseadesigns@gmail.com
 Donna Poland 5007 King William 757-846-0981 in2gifted@cox.net
Spouses’ names in parentheses
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